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#youarenotyouratar
School of
thought
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But when Archimedes said, “Give
me a place to stand on, and I will
move the earth,” he was not referring
to displacement – he was referring to
the power of levers – how great
weight can be borne by something
through the use of levers and pulleys.
The students who graduate from
schools, leave with a variety of ATARs.
Regardless of the ATAR, many students will go on to “move the earth”.
They will impact positively on their
families and communities, they will
go about their lives as menschen who
see sadness and bring about peace.
They are the young adults who
have, to paraphrase Archimedes, “a
place to stand on”.
But what is that “place”? It is that
all-elusive concept: balance.
Balance is what we strive for.
Balance between being outdoors and
indoors, between being in the classroom and study hall, and being on the
sports field and stage. Having a range
of friendships and engaging with
people of difference. Balanced people
follow the advice of the great sage
Hillel: “If I am not for myself, who
will be for me? But if I am only for
myself, who am I?”
And what is the source of this
place? It is multifaceted. It is families –
they are the anchor in times of trouble. They challenge and support, they
sustain and nurture, and they give
and reciprocate without expectation.
It is also community – be it shul or
youth movement, youth club or
sporting club, charity or interest.
They connect us with people of difference, extend us out of our comfort
zones and support our physical and
spiritual selves.
And it is school. The right school
ensures breadth and depth, choice
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McNeill on incitement

ON ABC TV 7.30 (03/12), Middle East correspondent Sophie McNeill finally reported
on the role of incitement in fuelling
Palestinian violence. The report began with
the stabbing murder of Israeli Richard
Lakin on a bus. According to McNeill,
Lakin’s son Micah “tried to make sense of
it all, scouring Palestinian social media. He
was horrified by what he found.”
To McNeill’s credit, Micah was given
time to discuss incitement and viewers saw
some sick propaganda, including children
posing with knives. However, it actually
appeared that incitement was the “fall guy”
that the story was set up to debunk, with
no fewer than three Palestinians interviewed insisting the violence is wholly

Whose boots
on the ground?
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S we approach the end of the
year, schools nationwide
have farewelled their year 12
students. For them, one
chapter of their lives is closing and
another is about to open.
But one thing stands in their way,
or so many believe. On December 14,
they will be receiving their VCE/HSC
results.
In some minds, the lives of the
class of 2015 have been leading to this
point: when they open an envelope
(or more likely log in to the secure
system online) that will decide their
futures. They have worked, studied,
focused, collaborated and agonised
for this moment. The magical ATAR,
or Australian Tertiary Admission
Rank, gives them a percentile score
ranked against all other Australian
students and is their entry ticket to
tertiary courses, employment and
self-worth.
Nonsense.
When year 12 students left the
school where I have the privilege of
being principal, as the vice-principal
and I staffed the barbecue handing
out sausages prior to their customary
final march to the gate, through clapping years 2-11 students, we tweeted
to the cohort #youarenotyouratar.
That is because they are not. No
ATAR is written on gravestones or
read out at funerals. On the day following the ATAR results, the piece of
paper has the same status as this page
in this newspaper: lining for the cat
litter tray.
Rather than ATARs, what is read
out in eulogies is impact, decency,
communal activism, menschlichkeit,
family and contribution.
Now please don’t misunderstand
me. ATARs are important and they
help. But, once again, #youarenotyouratar.
A few weeks ago I reminded our
class of 2015 of the saying,“Give me a
place to stand on, and I will move the
earth.” This was not said by the great
sages, the rabbis of the Talmud or the
heroes or villains of the Torah. It was
said by Archimedes, the Greek
thinker best known for explaining
hydrostatics – the fact that a body
immersed in fluid loses weight equal
to the weight of the amount of fluid it
displaces.
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Israel’s fault because of “occupation”.
Ahmed Yousef, who works for a webbased Palestinian news service that has
nearly four million followers, said
“Facebook isn’t helping to incite ... it helps
bring the picture to the people, to show
them what’s happening ... This is the situation of Palestinians resisting Israel for the
past 67 years.” Next up, Palestinian MP
Mustafa Barghouti, said, “The main cause
is occupation and the continuation of
occupation.” And finally, the mother of 14year-old Palestinian Hadeel Awaad who
“left her home in the occupied West Bank
and went into Jerusalem with her 16-yearold cousin ... [where] they started trying to
stab pedestrians with their school art scissors. Hadeel was immediately shot dead at

and voice, and opportunities for a
struggle as well as opportunities for
nurture. The Jewish school nourishes
the soul, providing it with overt and
covert values, beliefs and practices
and help provide stability in the
winds of change. It provides a friendship group that is second to none.
Jewish school friendships are unique
friendships and cannot be replicated.
They are relationships that will always
be intimate – there is no replicating
the trust, understanding and support
that is developed through shared
times of joy and desperation, anger
and celebration, tragedy and simcha.
So, as the class of 2015 stand on
this cusp between one chapter and
the next, they can reflect on a life well
travelled in their childhood years, and
a life well travelled to come. The full
stop at the end of this chapter – their
ATAR scores – will soon be forgotten
as they continue through their
journey.
Rabbi David Wolpe, in To Grow A
Soul, wrote that “God does not tell
Abraham his destination because the
goal does not make sense to someone
who has not yet experienced the journey. Arrival is not the essence. The lesson that Abraham will pass on to his
descendants is that the essence of the
journey is the journey.”
Between us, between schools,
shuls, youth groups, community
groups and family, for the class of
2015 they can proclaim: “Give me a
place to stand on and I will move the
earth.”
They have a place to stand on.
They now need to move the earth.

Jeremy Stowe-Lindner is principal of
Bialik College and is a teacher of
history and philosophy.

HE mistakes made in Iraq have
become a convenient straw
man for isolationists to back
passivity in the Middle East.
Opposition to “boots on the
ground” is the catchcry of both those
on the isolationist right and the Mike
Carlton/John Pilger left – both are
leveraging understandable Western
war weariness.
But the issue is not “boots on the
ground”. The real issue is, “whose
boots on the ground?”
There is an obvious alternative to
both the Tony Abbott/Kevin Andrews
position and the do-nothing alternative. The Kurds.
Just 38 miles away from Daesh’s
(ISIS) Syrian headquarters in Raqqa is
the perimeter established by the Kurds
and their new allies in the Syrian
Democratic Force (SDF). Led by the
Kurdish Peshmerga, the SDF includes
Yazidi, Assyrian and Turkmen allies, as
well as local Sunni Muslims driven out
of Raqqa, and who supported the Arab
Spring’s democratic revolution against
Assad. So far, they are only lightly
armed and largely untrained but,
unlike the Iraqi army, whose three divisions fled Mosul at the sight of a few
hundred members of Daesh, the Kurds
have shown they are willing to fight.
For several weeks in September
last year, we saw on the nightly news
Turkey’s tanks sitting idly in the hills
above the Kurdish village of Kobane,
which was being assaulted by the
black banners of Daesh. The Kurds
fought an Alamo-style battle to hold
out. Except, unlike the Alamo, they
won. Eventually, the Turks were embarrassed into allowing a small column of
lightly armed Peshmerga to come from
Iraqi Kurdistan to relieve Kobane.
Since then, together with American
airstrikes, the Kurds and their allies
have progressively driven Daesh back
in eastern Syria and western Iraq.
A few weeks ago in eastern Syria,
the Kurds pushed Daesh back further
at Hassakah on the Mosul-Raqqa
road, significantly damaging a major
supply route. Imagine what they might
do if they were properly armed and
trained.
As the second biggest contributor
in the effort against Daesh, one wonders if Australian tax payer dollars
might be used more effectively if
Australia’s trainers were sent north to
the Kurdish areas where they could be
trained properly. Armed with American
largesse, Kurds could take on and
destroy Daesh in the desert badlands
that straddle the Syrian-Iraqi frontier.
That’s what the visiting foreign minister
of the Kurdish regional government
asked Labor’s foreign affairs
spokesperson Tanya Plibersek, me and
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others when they were in Canberra
three weeks ago.
After Paris, it is clear that the passivity of the Obama administration will
no longer do. Like the Barbary pirates
of old, the rapists, vandals and crucifiers of Daesh cannot be left free to
plan their next terrorist attack. They
have promised a mass casualty attack
in Washington or Rome. The lone wolf
incitement by Daesh practitioners, like
the Raqqa-based Australian expatriate
terrorist al-Cambodi (Neil Prakash)
continues apace. He was at least partially responsible for the attacks on
police stations in Endeavour Hills in
September last year and Parramatta in
October.
The reach of Daesh isn’t just into
Australia. There is an increasing phenomenon of people in Gaza, Sinai and
even in the northern branch of the
Islamic Movement in Israel associating
with the Daesh brand.
Waiting to be attacked is not a
long-term strategy. Decoupling Daesh
from the territory it currently controls
by intelligently supporting local allies
like the Kurds, Yazidis, Assyrians and
Sunni democrats is something that is
in the narrowest definition of our
national interest, since Daesh is using
this territory to organise attacks on us.
Ultimately, behind the lines, as the US
Secretary of Defence Ash Carter has
said, a small number of special forces
might assist a Kurdish-led advance by
calling down airstrikes and ensuring
good communication.
After the slaughter in Paris, France’s
strong socialist premier Francois
Hollande correctly explained that,
although we didn’t initiate it, “we are at
war.” Western publics won’t want
American, British or Australian boots
on the ground again, but they also
won’t tolerate another week where
Daesh kills 400 people in three separate countries.
Supporting a Kurdish-led clean-out
of Raqqa is inevitable. Instead of sitting back, we should be proactively
generating support from this US
administration or the next, for an
alliance with local allies. And to do as
Anthony Albanese suggested, and
“wipe out these people” from Daesh.

Michael Danby is the Member for
Melbourne Ports.He is past chair of the
Joint Committee for Foreign Affairs,
Defence andTrade.
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the scene.” McNeill said Hadeel “had the
latest smartphone, but her mother rejects
the idea she was radicalised by online content.Two years ago, Israeli soldiers shot and
killed Hadeel’s elder brother during a
protest near their home. It was an event
that greatly affected the young girl.”
The report ended with a voiceover reading a Facebook post written by Richard
Lakin shortly before his death that McNeill
said was “directly addressing Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu”: “It’s time to
wake up and seek a common ground with
our Palestinian neighbours. Stop all provocation in the West Bank. Enough with the
non-negotiations.”
So, there you had it, the victim of
Palestinian violence speaking from beyond

the grave and accusing Israel of responsibility for the lack of peace (never mind that
it is the Palestinian Authority that constantly rebuffs Israel’s offers for negotiations without preconditions).

Carr fired up

THE Australian’s Christian Kerr reported
(04/12) former ALP foreign minister Bob
Carr’s baseless claims that “the story of
Jerusalem is now being fabricated” and
Israel is “Judaising and eliminating the
Arab character of this great Arab city”. The
following day ALP Senator Glenn Sterle
responded by likening Carr to a “champion
offsider for the lunatic communist side of
the Green party”, citing Carr’s praise for
Greens Senator Lee Rhiannon.

In the Courier Mail (07/12) columnist
Rowan Dean said Carr’s actions were the
equivalent of “scream[ing] ‘Fire!’ in a
crowded theatre. It is calculated to do
nothing other than provoke a fearful, panicked response” and to “curry Muslim votes
for Labor in Sydney’s western suburbs”.
Dean scorned Carr’s attempt to denigrate Jerusalem’s Jewishness, quoting
“Yusuf Diya al Khalidi, the one-time
Palestinian mayor of Jerusalem, in a letter
to a European Jew in 1899” that asked,
“‘Who can challenge the rights of the Jews
in Palestine? Good Lord, historically it is
really your country.”

