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Peres in serious condition following stroke
AJN STAFF

FORMER Israeli president and prime
minister Shimon Peres is in intensive
care after suffering a stroke.
In a statement issued on Tuesday
evening, his office said that the
93-year-old statesman was “stable
and fully conscious”.
However, the office later
announced that Peres’ doctors had
decided to sedate him and put him
on a respirator as he undergoes medical treatment.
As of press time, his condition
was described as serious.
Peres was taken to Sheba Medical
Centre in Tel HaShomer near Tel
Aviv after telling his doctor that he
felt weak.
The doctor had successfully
implanted a pacemaker for Peres a
week ago. Peres was diagnosed in
July with atrial fibrillation, an irregular heart rhythm.

In January, Peres had a heart
attack and then cardiac angioplasty
to open a blocked artery. He was hospitalised twice more with chest pains.
Speaking to reporters in front of
the medical centre, Peres’ son Chemi
stated, “In the coming hours, we will
have to make decisions,” though he
did not specify what those were.
He said that his father “loved,
loves, the people of Israel”, and he
called on those who were praying for
his father to continue to do so.
“We are receiving a huge number
of messages from Israel and abroad
from all our friends who are surrounding us with love and care,”
Chemi said.
“I’m optimistic. I’m a great
believer in my father. He’s a unique
person. And I pray with all my heart,
together with my family, that things
will improve from this point on.”
Hospital head Dr Itzik Kreiss
told the media that the statesman

School sorry for
Hitler dress-up

EVAN ZLATKIS

AN incident at an Alice Springs
school last week in which a student
dressed up as Adolf Hitler in front
of a group of Jewish students has
been described as an “innocent
mistake”, and a “very distressing
lesson for all concerned”.
After checking with a teacher,
the St Philip’s College student
wore a costume impersonating
the Nazi leader at a Book Week
assembly where he was named one
of the “best dressed”.
It happened in front of a group
of middle school students from
Melbourne’s Bialik College, who
were on exchange at the time.
A spokesperson at St Philip’s
said the student involved “has an
interest in history and politics”,
and “did the right thing” by getting permission for his costume.
“This was an innocent mistake by a teacher who is a respected, honourable and lovely person
who got it wrong on the day,” the
spokesperson said.
“The school apologises unreservedly for any offence that has
been caused.”
The spokesperson said the
school has been in touch with
the principal of the visiting students who were present on the
day and “they have accepted our
apology”.
“We are reviewing our policies
on these kind of events to ensure
that nothing like this can happen
again.
“The school is providing support and assistance to the teacher,
the student, and their family. It has
been a very distressing lesson for
all concerned.”
Bialik principal Jeremy StoweLindner told The AJN it was an
“unfortunate incident”, and that
the teacher and student involved
made a “very poor judgement
call”.

“Having said that, their
response to the incident, their
proactivity with liaising with us
and their communication with
me as principal, demonstrating a
determination to reflect on both
the situation and educational provision in the school, is heartening,” Stowe-Lindner said.
“Schools are learning institutions and we all make mistakes,
and the important thing now is
how that is reflected upon and
learnt from.”
The principal of St Philip’s,
Roger Herbert, is visiting Bialik
this week to offer a personal
apology to the students and their
families.

“We are reviewing our
policies on these kind
of events to ensure that
nothing like this can
happen again.
Spokesperson
St Philip’s College

Stowe-Lindner said apart from
this incident, the students had
a “very positive experience” on
exchange.
B’nai B’rith Anti-Defamation
Commission
chair
Dvir
Abramovich said this is a timely
wake-up call that we all have
“much work to do in ensuring that
all students understand the evils
of the Holocaust, and what Hitler
represents”.
“As there are fewer survivors to
bear witness to Nazi atrocities, we
call on the Australian government
to introduce mandatory Holocaust
education at all schools so students
learn the universal lessons of the
Holocaust, become ambassadors
for our country’s fundamental
values and combat all forms of
intolerance and racism.”

Shimon Peres in Tel Aviv last November.
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suffered bleeding on the brain as a
result of the stroke. “He is in intensive care and we are monitoring him
constantly,” said Kreiss.
Israeli media reported that
the president had two CT scans
on Tuesday night. They showed
no change or improvement in his
condition.

Israel’s Chief Rabbis have urged
the public to pray for Peres’ health.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu tweeted: “I wish former
president Shimon Peres speedy recovery. Shimon, we love you, and the
entire nation prays for your recovery.”
President Reuven Rivlin commented, “I am following with concern the

updates from the hospital, and pray
together with the entire people for
my friend Shimon’s recovery.”
Peres – who retired as president of Israel in 2014 after more
than half-a-century in public life,
including two stints as prime minister – won the 1994 Nobel Peace
Prize with the late Israeli prime
minister Yitzhak Rabin and the
late Palestinian Authority president
Yasser Arafat for negotiating the
1993 Oslo peace accords.
His years of service included terms
as minister of immigrant absorption,
transportation, information, defence,
internal affairs and foreign affairs.
Wishing Peres “a refuah shlema
– a full recovery”, Zionist Federation
of Australia president Danny Lamm
said, “Shimon Peres is a long-term
fighter for peace for Israel and our
prayers are for him to pull through
and to return to good health.”
WITH JTA

An award-winning image

A PHOTO of Holocaust survivor
Herschel Balter and his eight-year-old
granddaughter Tori has received
a Silver Distinction award at the
Australian Professional Photography
Awards.
The picture of the pair was taken
after Tori, who is a student at Beth
Rivkah in Melbourne, and Herschel,
who survived Auschwitz, had
come together for a larger family
photograph.
The image shows Tori holding
onto his arm, with the tattooed number he was given by the Nazis clearly
visible.
Photographer Kristian Piccoli told
The AJN that he was humbled when
asked to take the shot.
“I felt quite honoured and privileged to take the portrait,” Piccoli
said.
“I just wanted a pure portrait to
show the sensitivities of what he has
gone through.
“Sometimes we do things in the
world for the greater good and this
was one of those occasions because it
is such a compelling photo.”
Tori told The AJN, “I know the number on Zaida’s arm makes him feel sad
sometimes but when I’m with him
he’s always happy and singing.”
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Cyclist’s killer given 11 years
JOSHUA LEVI

THE driver who killed
cyclist Julian Paul
(pictured) three years
ago and left the scene
of the accident has
been sentenced to 11
years in prison.
Stephanie Maher, 33, was found
guilty in June over the death of Paul,
a 54-year-old father of two, who
suffered head and back injuries when
he was struck by Maher’s car on the
Nepean Highway on November 26,
2013.
The court was told that Maher
was seen driving erratically, at times
with her eyes closed and her head
tilted back while at a red light, only
minutes before she struck Paul,
who was wearing brightly coloured
clothes and had lights and reflective

tape on his bicycle.
The Elwood Torah Talmud congregant died in hospital from the
injuries he sustained three weeks
after the accident.
Maher had pleaded not guilty.
However, addressing the court on
Tuesday, Judge David Parsons said
Maher’s actions were morally reprehensible.
“I regard your failure to stop as
a particularly egregious example of
that crime,” Judge Parson said.
“You well knew you’d hit a man
on his bike and you chose to leave
the scene and hide your car in an
effort to avoid responsibility for your
actions.
“I reject your explanations as to
what you did after the collision as
untruthful.”
The judge sentenced Maher to 11
years in jail, however she will be

eligible for parole in eight-and-a-half
years.
“There is no evidence of remorse,”
the judge said. “I see no evidence of
taking responsibility for the death of
Mr Paul.”
At a plea hearing earlier this year,
Paul’s wife Janine told the court of
her devoted husband and loving
father of their children and spoke
of thwarted plans to go on a dream
holiday around the world.
“We told each other we loved each
other every day,” she said. “My life as
I knew it is over.”
In 2008, Maher stole pain relief
medications from the intravenous
feeds of patients at The Alfred and
Cabrini hospitals, for which she was
sentenced to an eight-month intensive corrections order and ordered to
continue treatment for her heroin
addiction.

