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Rabbis oppose assisted suicide legislation
PETER KOHN

AUSTRALIAN rabbis across the religious spectrum appear united against
assisted suicide, as the Victorian
government considers whether to
become the first Australian state to
legalise it for terminally ill people.
The state government has
referred the findings of a cross-party
Legislative Council committee on
choices about assisting the ending
of life to an expert taskforce, and is
expected to decide next year.
Assisted suicide is illegal in all
Australian states and territories,
although it was briefly legalised in
the Northern Territory in the 1990s.
The taskforce is likely to recommend a conscience vote by all
Victorian MPs on the issue.
Several safeguards were recommended by the panel in its findings, stipulating the patient must
have an incurable disease, be at the
end of their life, and have a sound
decision-making capacity.
The request to die must be made
three times, and the approval of
two independent doctors would be
needed. Qualifications of anyone
administering life-ending drugs
would be strictly checked and doctors would have the right to opt out.
However, rabbinical opinion
canvassed by The AJN appears
unequivocal. Rabbinical Council

of Australia and New Zealand
(RCANZ) president Rabbi Yaakov
Glasman reaffirmed his organisation’s view that “halachah views
human life as sacred and its worth
is not measured by varying levels
of quality of life. With regard to
end-of-life decisions, halachah

clearly and categorically prohibits the performance of any act that
shortens a patient’s life.

“There is never an
instance in which one may
actively end a life or even
assist in the ending of a
life through means such
as a lethal injection.”
Rabbi Yaakov Glasman
President, RCANZ

“There may be circumstances
with a dying patient where halachah
deems it appropriate not to initiate
new or heroic treatments but there is
never an instance in which one may
actively end a life or even assist in the
ending of a life through means such
as lethal injection or the like.
“Even with regard to non-initiation of treatment, each case is different and it is imperative that a
competent rabbi be consulted before
making any such decisions,” he said.

From left: Victorian Attorney-General Martin Pakula, Premier Daniel Andrews and
Victorian Minister for Health Jill Hennessy announce that the state government
will table euthanasia laws last week. 
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Union for Progressive Judaism
Moetzah (rabbinical committee)
chair Rabbi Kim Ettlinger stated,
“Judaism, and hence Progressive
Judaism, sees life as a gift from God
and therefore needs to be treated
with the highest level of respect.
“We may not do anything to
unnecessarily prolong a life, nor may
we do anything to accelerate ending
a life unnecessarily. We may take
action to alleviate pain and suffering
and at the same time to enhance a

person’s quality of life in illness. And,
when medical therapies are deemed
ineffective, we may withdraw them –
under medical advice only.
“It is our obligation to do what
we can to heal someone who is sick
and take care of them, but this does
not include assisting a patient to
end his or her life. Assisted suicide,
therefore, is incompatible to Jewish
teaching. And, it has the potential for
interpretation and abuse,” she stated.
Rabbi Rafael Kaiserblueth of
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Emanuel Synagogue in Sydney, representing the Conservative-Masorti
movement, said: “Life is sanctified
... it’s not up to us to decide when
it begins or ends, but there is some
nuance. Halachically, we can’t do
anything to hasten the end of a life,
which doesn’t mean we need to prolong it unnecessarily. There’s a difference between active and passive
measures.”
Contacted by the The AJN,
Dr Miriam Kuttner, president of
the Australasian Jewish Medical
Federation (Victoria), an umbrella
body representing Jewish doctors in
Victoria, said her personal view is
to support assisted dying, but with
safeguards.
“From an individual perspective
as a psychiatrist working in the area
of adult mental health, I support
the proposed change of legislation. I
think that it introduces an element of
choice for those people facing a terminal illness and who feel that their
quality of life is poor and they wish
to make a choice about their own
suffering and ending that suffering.
“I do think that there needs to be
adequate safeguards in the legislation that ensure this is a free choice
and not imposed by others. My personal view is that people are capable of making decisions when given
adequate information about their
choices,” she said.
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AS Australian Tertiary Admission
Rank (ATAR) scores were released
on Monday morning, it became
apparent that Melbourne’s Jewish
day schools had once again produced
an extraordinary set of results.
Mount Scopus College student Jordan Berman and Yeshivah
College student Eitan Schachna
were among just 35 students across
Victoria to receive a perfect ATAR
of 99.95, while dozens of Jewish students landed themselves in the top
percentile with scores above 99.
At Yeshivah, a whopping 78 per
cent of the year 12 cohort scored
above 90, while 44 per cent were
above 95. Thirty-two per cent of
study scores were over 40, including
four perfect study scores of 50. The
median study score was 38.
Bialik College also saw a spectacular set of results this year, with
67 per cent of its cohort scoring 90
or above; 48 per cent scored 95 and
above, placing them in the top five
per cent of the state; and 13.6 per
cent scored above 99. In terms of
study scores, there were eight perfect
50s, and 44 per cent over 40. The
median study score was 39.
Beth Rivkah Ladies College finished with flying colours too, with
54 per cent of its students managing
an ATAR above 90, and 30.4 per
cent of study scores 40 or above. The
median study score was 36.
Similarly, at Leibler Yavneh College,
53 per cent of the class attained an
ATAR score of 90 or above, 36 per
cent managed 95 or above, and 11 per
cent placed in the top percentile with
a score of 99 or above.
Meanwhile, at Mount Scopus,
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Jewish schools and students across Melbourne are celebrating this week after achieving
outstanding VCE results. We reveal the results, hear from the principals and meet the duxes.
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Batya Maron and Sara Krishtul.
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52 per cent of students achieved a
score of 90 or above, 33 per cent
over 95, and seven per cent over 99.
Strikingly, 10 perfect study scores
were achieved across five subjects.
The median study score was 37, with
35.5 per cent of study scores over 40.
The King David School polled
strongly with 37 per cent of ATARs
above 90, 25 per cent above 95, and
10 per cent above 99. Meanwhile, 23
per cent of all study scores were above
40, including five perfect 50s. The
school’s median study score was 35.
Statewide school rankings, in
which Jewish schools are routinely
featured in the top 10, are released
today (Thursday).

Full VCE coverage: pages 16-19
Next week: How the Jewish
schools are ranked

Maddy Buchner with her brother Charlie and the book she wrote, My Brother is Sick Again.
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Maddy gets the royal treatment
MADELEINE Buchner is off to meet the Queen after being announced as one of Australia’s winners of The Queen’s Young Leaders
competition for 2017.
The 24-year-old was recognised for her work as CEO of Little Dreamers, an organisation aiming to improve the emotional and
physical health, wellbeing and resilience of young carers around the country.
She has also written a children’s book, My Brother is Sick Again, which aims to make youngsters with chronically ill siblings feel
less isolated. The story is informed by Buchner’s own formative years, which saw her younger brother Charlie in and out of hospital
regularly.
“I actually asked them if they made a mistake when they called me,” Buchner told The AJN.
“I was so confused, it’s been such a long process between actually submitting the application to now.”
The Queen’s Young Leaders Awards recognise and celebrate exceptional people aged 18-29 from across the Commonwealth
who are taking the lead in their respective communities to transform lives.
Buchner will receive a unique package of training, mentoring and networking including a one-week residential program in
the United Kingdom.
“It makes me feel proud of everything we have achieved and puts everything into perspective and how much work you do
and how necessary it is.
“It’s not an award for me but for young carers and Little Dreamers itself.”
When asked what she was most excited for, Buchner said to meet royalty was going to be an honour.
“Last year at the event, Prince Harry and David Beckham were there, so I’m not sure who I’m more excited to meet.”
Buchner will travel to the UK in June next year.

