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ISRAEL KIPEN

Mayors urged to Schools pioneer mourned
unite against hate
PETER KOHN

PETER KOHN
AS the first signatory of a public
statement against racial and religious hatred and bigotry, the Mayor
of Glen Eira Mary Delahunty said
civic leaders “should be ready to
set standards and live by those
standards”.
The Mayors United Against
Hate declaration, organised by
the B’nai B’rith Anti-Defamation
Commission (ADC), reads, “We,
the mayors of Australia, are deeply
concerned and troubled by the
alarming escalation of intolerance
and hateful rhetoric in our communities and in our nation.
“We recognise that as elected municipal leaders we have a
responsibility to build a civic society that celebrates and appreciates
difference, and which promotes
harmonious coexistence among
peoples of varying backgrounds,
ethnicities, genders, races, ages,
sexual orientation, walks of life
and religious faiths.”
The statement acknowledges
“all forms of racism are fundamentally incompatible with Australia’s
enduring ideals and values” and

commits mayors to promoting
“courageous and unified action”.
It promotes government programs to eradicate bigotry and
emphasises the need for elected
leaders “to model good citizenship
and governance by speaking out
against any manifestation of discrimination”.
In a letter urging her counterparts to join the campaign, which
is also backed by Melbourne Lord
Mayor Robert Doyle, Delahunty
stated the declaration “shows our
values and importantly it certifies
that we refuse to be bystanders in
the face of prejudice”.
Thanking Delahunty and Doyle
for their support, ADC chair Dvir
Abramovich described the initiative as “a principled affirmation by
municipal leaders that they will do
everything possible to combat the
cancer of bigotry”.
“Intolerance is not a passing
phenomenon that we can dismiss,
and so we call on mayors across
the country to add their name to
this far-reaching statement and to
say in one voice that racism and
discrimination are incompatible
with our nation’s democratic and
pluralistic values,” he said.

Dvir Abramovich with Mary Delahunty.

ISRAEL Kipen, Holocaust survivor,
philanthropist and Jewish day
schools pioneer, has passed away
at 98. Kipen was among a small
circle that founded Mount Scopus
Memorial College, Australia’s first
Jewish day school, in 1948.
He once recollected to The
AJN the concept of a Jewish day
school was anathema to the Jewish
establishment of the time. “They
saw themselves as Australians of
the Mosaic persuasion and didn’t
believe their children should go to a
Jewish school.”

integral member
‘ ofAnthat
group of
visionaries … who
created the Jewish day
school movement.

’

Rabbi James Kennard
Principal, Mount Scopus
More than a decade later, when
Kipen had retired from his Mount
Scopus presidency and was transforming Bialik College from a preschool to a fully-fledged school,
after the sale of the old Carlton
Cheder, he wanted Bialik to be different. “At Mount Scopus, Jewish
culture was part of a religious curriculum. At Bialik, the Jewish religion
would become part of a cultural
curriculum.”
Kipen personified the new wave of
Australian Jews. Failing to persuade
his parents in Bialystok, Poland to
leave with him in 1939, Kipen fled
to Lithuania. From Chiune Sugihara,
Lithuania’s Japanese consul, who
secretly saved Jews, he obtained a
visa ostensibly for Dutch Curacao,
but was sent to Japan.
Before he left, Kipen personally
saved lives. “I made copies of the

Israel Kipen (foreground) with Bialik College principal Jeremy Stowe-Lindner
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at Bialik’s 70th anniversary event in 2012.

visa, then pasted the names of many
others into them.”
From Japan, he was sent to the
Jewish refugee colony in Shanghai,
where he worked in a kitchen,
serving some 250 meals a day to
destitute Jews.
After the war, he discovered his
mother and three siblings had also
fled eastwards during the war, but
were sent to a Siberian camp, which
they survived. His father survived a
Russian prison. But his grandmother,
an uncle and a cousin were among
family that perished in Bialystok.
In 1946, Kipen received papers
from a maternal cousin in Australia
and arrived in Melbourne. He
married his late wife Laura and
established a knitwear business.
But communal involvement soon
beckoned.
Kipen later completed a bachelor of arts in politics, history and
Hebrew, and a master of arts. He
became a philanthropist to tertiary
institutions.
Mount Scopus College principal

Rabbi James Kennard described
Kipen as “an integral member of
that group of visionaries and builders who created Mount Scopus
Memorial College and indeed the
Jewish day school movement in
Australia”.
Bialik principal Jeremy StoweLindner lauded the school’s board
president of 17 years: “His vision
for a vibrant, high-achieving Zionist
Jewish school in our community
has been fully realised. The growth
and success of Bialik College is in no
small part thanks to his visionary
leadership.”
Dvir Abramovich, who holds the
Israel Kipen Senior Lectureship in
Hebrew Studies at the University
of Melbourne, described Kipen as
“a towering leader of consequential intellect, generosity, and a deep
love for the Hebrew language … a
man of deeds who practised what he
preached”.
Kipen is survived by his children,
Doron, a sound engineer, and Aviva,
a Progressive rabbi.

COATS FOR A CAUSE

#HugosWarmth campaign rallies community
REBECCA DAVIS
WHEN 14-year-old South African
Hugo Paluch recently lost his life in
a tragic accident, his friends decided
to honour his memory with a meaningful action.
Hugo, the beloved nephew of
a teacher at Beth Rivkah Ladies
College, was known for his warmth,
and thus it seemed a fitting tribute
to ensure his warmth lives on –
with blankets.
After more than 1800 blankets
were collected and distributed by
Hugo’s friends in South Africa, the
Yeshivah-Beth Rivkah (YBR) community were also inspired to get
involved.
Beth Rivkah tzedakah captains
Channa Aron, Yakira Ossip and Itta
Oyberman spearheaded two initiatives to honour Hugo’s passion and
dedication towards helping others.

The girls organised a coat drive, collecting coats suitable for ages 0-12,
and donated them to local charity
St Kilda Mums.
“The campaign warms both the
body and soul,” said Yeshivah-Beth
Rivkah Colleges principal Rabbi
Yehoshua Smukler.
“Our students are once again
inspiring those around them with
their true menschlichkeit, care and
compassion.”
The girls have also coordinated
a series of soup days, offering the
purchase of hot soup to staff and
students, with all proceeds being
donated to Yad Eliezer, the Israeli
organisation aiming to break the
cycle of poverty in Israel.
Aron, Ossip and Oyberman
revealed that they have already
collected hundreds of coats, and
have raised almost $10,000.
“We are so pleased that our YBR

soup days, coat drive and Yad Eliezer
campaigns have been so successful
so far,” the captains enthused.
The AJN understands that Hugo’s
family is deeply touched by the
tzedakah campaigns and generous
donations in Hugo’s memory.
Member for Caulfield David
Southwick visited Yeshivah-Beth
Rivkah last week to commend the
school community.
“I encourage all members of the
community and schools to support
this great initiative which helps
those in need to keep warm during
winter,” he said.
To find out the locations of coat
donation points, send an e-mail to
tzedakah@bethrivkah.vic.edu.au
or to contribute to the Yad Eliezer
fundraising campaign, visit
chuffed.org/project/keep-hugos-zldream-alive.
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coats for #HugosWarmth.

