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Gather courage, step with determination:
The country needs you, lend a hand.
From the hills to the seas,
There has arisen a new generation
Which is giving us light and hope.
Oh! Sons of Maccabees!
Let your new light blaze.
Oh! Sons of Maccabees!

This poem, Lamitnadvim Ba’am, was written by Chaim Nachman Bailik in Odessa in 1900 shortly after the
second Zionist Congress. Bialik issues this passionate call to the young generation, ‘the sons of the
Maccabees’, to gather and work for the rebuilding of the nation. The poem is full of pathos and reflects the
Zionist ethos of the Chalutzim, the pioneers.

For Bialik, the ‘sons of the Maccabees’ were the Zionists who were not only willing to rebuild the Land of
Israel, but were also determined to reclaim Jewish identity just like the Maccabees had done some 2000
years earlier.

In reading this poem, one also thinks of others who have been courageous such as the rebels in the ghettos;
the Jewish educators during the Shoah; the Refuseniks in the former Soviet Union; and us, Jews who
maintain strong Jewish identities in the Diaspora.

Bialik College educates its students to have the conviction and courage of the Maccabees — to be the sons
and daughters of the Maccabees — to live as Jews committed to living in a world that is, at times, both
threatening and tempting.



