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EXPERTS PETITION

YOUNG LEADER HONOURED

Madeleine’s royal appointments SBS urged to recognise
Armenian genocide

REBECCA DAVIS
WHEN Madeleine Buchner’s nanna
once insisted at the Shabbat table
that she use her napkin properly,
“just in case you might have to
sit with royalty one day”, little
did she know how prophetic
nanna’s
advice
would
be.
Last week, Buchner, 24, not only
met Queen Elizabeth, but also dined
with royalty – literally – with Prince
Harry seated to her immediate left,
at a lavish dinner.
Buchner had been invited
to travel from Melbourne to
Buckingham Palace, along with 60
other exceptional young individuals
from around the Commonwealth,
to accept an award for her participation in the Queen’s Young Leaders
Program. The scheme discovers, celebrates and supports young people
from the Commonwealth who are
dedicated to creating lasting change
in their communities and beyond.

Madeleine Buchner receiving her
award from Queen Elizabeth.

PETER KOHN

Madeleine Buchner dining with Prince Harry.

Buchner was invited to join the
program for the exemplary work that
she had done for Little Dreamers,
the not-for-profit organisation that
she began when she was just 16.
Little Dreamers aims to recognise, celebrate and amplify young
carers across Australia.
Upon receiving the award,
Buchner had the opportunity for a
quick conversation with the Queen.
“I told her that I do what I do
because I have grown up in this
situation [caring for my mother and
brother], and I think it is important
that no one feels the way that I felt.”
In response, the Queen commended her for her efforts. “She said that
it is incredible to take a challenge
like that, and turn it into something
that changes lives, and that I should
keep going,” recalled Buchner.
But her brush with royalty did
not end there.

As she entered the dinner event,
she was shocked to find Prince
Harry’s place card next to her own.
“I was like, ok, you have two
seconds to prepare yourself. I took
a deep breath and I put my napkin
on my lap.”
Buchner dined with the Prince
for two hours, the conversation
flowing the entire time.
“He knows everything about
everything,” Buchner said. “It felt
like I was talking to a friend.”
She was so comfortable that at
one point she almost used a swear
word but stopped herself just in
time. “I thought you were going to
swear,” Prince Harry remarked.
“Oh, I was but I remembered
that you are a Prince,” said Buchner.
The Prince chuckled. “I’ve been
in the army for 10 years. You could
say no swear word that would surprise me!”

A GROUP of 43 eminent Australians,
including 13 with a Jewish background, have signed a statement
calling on SBS to drop a commentary style which casts doubt on the
Armenian genocide.
Lecturer Meher Grigorian, a director of the Australian Institute of
Holocaust and Genocide Studies,
told The AJN of widespread anguish
about the broadcaster’s equivocation on the 1915-23 events, in which
between 1 and 1.5 million people
were killed, some dying of starvation.
SBS policy, formulated for the
2015 centenary, is to refer to the
Armenian genocide as a “mass killing
of Armenians considered by many to
have been a genocide, which Turkey
denies”.
He claimed the policy was
developed after pressure from the
Australian Turkish Advocacy Alliance
(ATAA), but in a Senate Estimates
hearing, SBS managing director
Michael Ebeid rejected any link
between ATAA and his network’s
reporting policy.
However, the historical record
makes it “untenable” for SBS to continue justifying its policy as “balancing community sensitivities”, said
Grigorian.
The statement, whose signatories
include Sydney Holocaust academics

Professors Konrad Kwiet and Colin
Tatz, quotes US Professor Deborah
Lipstadt that “denial of genocide …
is not an act of historical reinterpretation … The deniers aim at convincing
innocent third parties that there is
‘another side of the story’… when
there is no credible ‘other side’“.
Grigorian said SBS does not have
similar policies on the Holocaust
and genocides such as in Nanking
(Nanjing), China before World War
II and Rwanda in the 1990s, and ABC
style is to recognise the Armenian
genocide.
Although the Australian government has not officially recognised the
Armenian genocide because, according to Grigorian, it wants to maintain
its relations with Turkey, he said the
special broadcaster’s charter obliges it
to stay independent.
Moreover, 29 countries have
recognised the genocide, as have the
NSW and South Australian governments. “Only one of the 43 signatories of this statement is of Armenian
heritage. The rest are either experts
in the Holocaust, in genocide or in
human rights,” Grigorian said.
An SBS spokesperson told media
the broadcaster “prepares editorial
guidance on a range of subjects to
ensure it explores topics sensitively,
taking into account strongly held
views by the range of communities
it serves”.
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Skovby SM 27 Extension Dining Table extends
from an everyday 6 seater to dining for 20.

