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DANNY GOCS
2015 was a director in Residence
at the Malthouse Theatre and a
member of the MTC’s women’s
director’s program.
Among the children performing
in We All Know What’s Happening is
14-year-old Jewish student Lazar
Feldman.

Todd McKenney stars in The
Adventures of Peter Pan and Tinker
Bell in Return to Pantoland.

We All Know What’s Happening is at
Arts House, 521 Queensberry Street,
North Melbourne from July 19-22.
Bookings: www.artshouse.com.au

Peter Pan adventure
Voyage to a new life
in pantomime
AN exhibition of paintings, works
THE magical family musical
pantomime, The Adventures of
Peter Pan and Tinker Bell in Return
to Pantoland, is being staged by
producer Bonnie Lythgoe at the
Comedy Theatre, Melbourne from
July 21.
The production features lavish
sets and costumes, energetic song
and dance numbers, plus comedy
and magic in the two-hour show.
The cast is led by well-known
actor-singer-dancer Todd
McKenney as Captain Hook, with
Tim Maddren as Peter Pan and
Jaime Hadwen as Tinker Bell.
The Adventures of Peter Pan and
Tinker Bell in Return to Pantoland
is the latest family musical
pantomime by Lythgoe, following
the success of Snow White Winter
Family Musical (2014), Aladdin and
His Wondrous Lamp (2015) and
Cinderella (2016).
The Adventures of Peter Pan and
Tinker Bell in Return to Pantoland is
at the Comedy Theatre, Melbourne
from July 21-30. Bookings:
www.ticketmaster.com.au

Focus on Nauru
A NEW play created by Samara
Hersch and Lara Thoms that tackles
power, complacency and children’s
rights premieres at Arts House,
North Melbourne next week.
The production, We All Know
What’s Happening, combines music
and drama while focusing on
Australia’s ongoing relationship
with Nauru, and features a cast of
children.
It is one of many performances,
readings and events being held at
Arts House from July 19-30.
Hersch, an artist and theatre
director, graduated with a Masters
in Theatre Practice from the
Victorian College of the Arts.
In 2013 Hersch worked as a
show director on Back to Back’s
production, Super Discount, and in

on paper and prints by artist Phil
Kreveld opened this week at the
Glen Eira City Council Gallery in
Caulfield.
The exhibition is titled The
Voyage and the works are based
on his family’s escape from Nazi
persecution, which Kreveld started
examining only a few years ago.
Through his paintings he examines
his Jewish roots and heritage.
Kreveld will give an artist’s talk
about the exhibition on July 28 at
12.30pm.
The Voyage exhibition is at Glen Eira
City Council Gallery, Caulfield from
July13-30. Free admission.

More Manful

COMEDIAN Josh Glanc’s solo show,
Manful, which enjoyed a successful
season at this year’s Melbourne
International Comedy Festival,
returns to The Butterfly Club
tomorrow (Friday) and Saturday.
Manful is set around a hypermasculine, image-conscious JewishAmerican beefcake who arrives in
Australia to launch a new masculinity
supplement, promising to transform
weaklings into “real men”.
“It’s pretty full on – there’s nudity
and mature content, but it’s a lot of
fun,” explained Glanc.
Manful is at The Butterfly Club,
5 Carson Place, Melbourne on
July 14-15. Bookings:
www.thebutterflyclub.com.

Josh Glanc stars in his comedy
show, Manful.

Scriptwriter Justin Olstein is making a short film with a Holocaust theme.
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FILM

Script scores $10,000 grant
A short film by writer-director Justin Olstein is coming to fruition,
thanks to a timely grant from a local council. Danny Gocs reports.
WRITER and film director Justin
Olstein has received a $10,000 grant
from the City of Port Phillip to make
a short film with Holocaust themes.
Olstein, a former Bialik College
student who graduated from the
Victorian College of the Arts’ School
of Film and Television in 2011,
received the grant for his script for
The Visitor.
“The script has gone through a
couple of drafts and is ready to
shoot,” Olstein told The AJN.
Planning is well under way with
Melbourne-based producer Clea
Frost on board for the film shoot in
mid-September. When completed,
the film will run for 8-10 minutes.
“One of the conditions of the
grant is to have a public screening
in the City of Port Phillip, so we
are planning a screening and panel
discussion at the Jewish Museum
of Australia next year,” said Olstein.
He has already had success with
a 2011 short film, Adam’s Tallis, and
with Curtain Call, which screened at
the Melbourne International Film
Festival in 2014 and was also broadcast on SBS.
“It is a tough business as you
work on projects and develop them
and try to get finance, and this all
takes time as you navigate through
the process, but I’m pleased that
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some of my projects have done well.”
Olstein said he wrote the script
last year – it has already won the
best short film screenplay at the
New York Screenplay Contest late
last year – and decided to apply for
a grant from the City of Port Phillip,
which has just announced grants
totalling $136,000 to assist 16 local
artists and organisations with creative projects for the community.

film looks at how
‘The
psychological traumas
are passed on from
one generation to
another.

’

Justin Olstein
Scriptwriter
The Visitor is set in the present day
and revolves around a middle-aged
woman who wakes up in the middle
of the night to find a woman on
her doorstep who turns out to be
an escapee from Auschwitz during
World War II.
“The Visitor is a hybrid piece, a
psychological thriller with fantastical elements, but at its core it is very

much concerned with the way in
which a past trauma can take hold
of the present and cling to it desperately,” he said.
“The film looks at how psychological traumas are passed on from
one generation to another, and in
this case it references the Holocaust.”
Olstein said the film script was
inspired by his Jewish upbringing
and a recent trip to Eastern Europe
with his partner to investigate his
family’s ancestral roots.
“We went to Europe to research
our roots – my mum’s family came
from Hungary and my dad’s family
was from Poland.
“So many of the towns do not
have a Jewish population any more,”
he said.
“We also visited Auschwitz – I
tried to imagine how it would have
been during the war.”
Olstein divides his time as a director and writer with working as a
video editor.
“I’m fortunate that I’m working
in the film industry and thrilled to
bring this story to life,” he said.
“Short films are usually made by
filmmakers to test the waters before
going onto feature films and longerform projects,” he said, adding that
many short films are screened at
film festivals around the world.

