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PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM

ARZA hosting London rabbi
PETER KOHN

Ally Spiegel in Canberra for the Constitutional Convention.

NATIONAL SCHOOLS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

Ally’s ACT adventure

YEAR 11 Bialik student Ally Spiegel recently travelled to the ACT to
represent the College and the community at the 2018 National Schools
Constitutional Convention.
Spiegel earned her place at the national convention after she
progressed through the qualifying rounds, which included a regional
and then state event.
The topic for the convention was Section 44 of the Constitution,
which lists the grounds for who may become a candidate for election
to Parliament.
“We had many discussions around the topic and we attempted to
rewrite Section 44, after which we held a mock referendum on the
amendments we had made,” Spiegel said.
The students heard from inspiring speakers, spoke to senators,
visited the old and new parliament houses, had steak and cake at the
high court and attended an event at the governor-general’s house.
Spiegel also engaged with students of all backgrounds and had
positive discussions about Israel and Jewish traditions.
The topic began with the
reading of Lest We Forget by Kerry
Brown, exposing the children to the
concept of service men, women and
their families.
Senior kindergarten teacher
Amy Breuer said “A lot of questions
surfaced during our discussions,
with children developing and
expressing interesting observations,
thoughts and comments. As a
group we discussed the meaning

of the word Anzac, what is war
and conflict, what happens in
war, soldier’s uniforms, and the
importance of saying thank you
and remembering service men and
women past and present.”
It wouldn’t have been a
discussion on the Anzacs without
mentioning the meaning of Anzac
biscuits and red poppies, which the
children creatively made out of a
variety of materials.

AUSTR ALIAN Reform Zionist
Association (ARZA) is hosting
Britain’s Rabbi Lea Muehlstein,
president of Arzenu Olami, the
International Federation of Reform
and Progressive Religious Zionists,
in Australia this month.
Ahead of her first trip Down
Under, Rabbi Muehlstein, who
serves London’s Northwood and
Pinner Liberal Synagogue, told
The AJN from London that during her visit with ARZA and the
Union for Progressive Judaism in
Sydney and Melbourne from May
15, she hopes to impart “a better
understanding that they have a
democratic voice within the State
of Israel”.
Asked how that applies to
thorny issues such as the campaign
for a women’s prayer space at the
Kotel, known as the Kotel compromise, which the Israeli government
agreed to, then reneged on under
pressure from ultra-Orthodox coalition partners, she said, “Those
are exactly the reasons why we
need to take a more active interest
and understand better how we can
make our voices heard.
“The Kotel is the perfect example of the influence that we can
have. Political setbacks are a reality … but what we saw was that
the national institutions stood very
firmly behind the compromise,”

Rabbi Lea Muehlstein

she said, noting the strong voice of
the Jewish Agency For Israel.
Rabbi Muehlstein said Arzenu
Olami works closely with the
Israel Religious Action Centre and
the Israel Union for Progressive
Judaism to ensure a Progressive
stake in Israel’s future, and her
visits to grassroots organisations in
Australia and other countries are
an opportunity to listen to those
groups and strengthen them. Her
special skills are in youth leadership
and leadership succession training.
The daughter of a family
steeped in Progressive Jewish
values, German-born Rabbi
Muehlstein migrated from Munich
to Manchester at 16. She was a
research chemist before deciding
to become a rabbi. Her Jewish

involvement had grown as she took
part in the youth movements that
flourished in Germany with the
arrival of immigrants from the
former Soviet Union.
When she was at West London
Synagogue, where “50 per cent
of my time was for interfaith and
social action work”, she helped set
up Peace By Piece, an outreach
group that brings local Jewish and
Muslim teens together through
a program of education, which
includes commitments not to post
comments on social media that
would offend one another’s beliefs.
Rabbi Lea Muehlstein will speak at
Temple Beth Israel, Friday, May 25,
6.15pm, and at Etz Chayim Synagogue,
Saturday, May 26, 10am.

