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JEWISH BOOK WEEK
Claudine Berman, who has
five grandchildren, with
a photo of her mother
Claire Aghion, who died
earlier this year.

Who’s who in the exhibition
The grandmothers featured in the
Love & Legacy exhibition:
Barbara Ajzenberg was
actively involved in community
services and the arts. Born in
Melbourne in 1947, she has two
grandchildren.
Claire Aghion spent much of
her retirement volunteering in
the Jewish community including
at the Sephardi Synagogue and
NCJW. Born in Egypt in 1916, she
died in February 2018. She had
two grandchildren and five greatgrandchildren.
Lee Ann Basser was Associate
Professor at La Trobe Law
School before becoming CEO of
NCJWA (Victoria) in 2016. Born in
Melbourne in 1955, she has one
grandchild.
Claudine Berman spent her
working life in education as a
teacher and school principal.
Born in Egypt in 1944, she has
five grandchildren and is the
daughter of Claire Aghion.
Lady Anna Cowen is the widow
of Sir Zelman Cowen, who served
as governor-general from 1977 to
1982. Born in Melbourne in 1925,
she has 16 grandchildren and 22
great-grandchildren.
Genia Janover has enjoyed a
stellar career in Jewish education,

including terms as vice-principal
of Leibler Yavneh College and
principal of Bialik College. Born
in Germany in 1948, she has four
grandchildren.
Hazel Kelly was secretary of
the National Council of Jewish
Women. Born in India, she has
three grandchildren.
Carol Schwartz has worked
in the property, arts, finance,
government and health sectors.
In 2006 she was awarded an
AM for her contribution to
community and the arts. Born in
Melbourne in 1955, she has four
grandchildren.
Renata Singer is a community
leader and writer who divides her
time between Melbourne and
New York. Born in Poland in 1946,
she has four grandchildren.
Rahel Vivat is a former teacher
and caterer. Born in Israel in 1936,
she has five grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.
Nechama Werdiger is passionate
about education and continues
the philanthropic work started
with her husband Nathan. Born
in Ukraine in 1935, she has 28
grandchildren and 76 greatgrandchildren.

Facebook friends to the rescue
SOPHIE DEUTSCH
THREE Jews and a Christian
harnessed the power of social
media to be used for the greater
good, using Facebook, Skype,
Twitter and WhatsApp to save the
life of Mohammed Al Samawi,
who is a guest at Melbourne
Jewish Book Week, which opens
tonight (Thursday).
Targeted with death threats
for his interfaith work, Al Samawi
was living in war-torn Yemen
three years ago when he turned
to Facebook for help.
“Can you help me at all?” he
posted desperately.
Four people who had previously crossed paths at an international peace conference saw the
post and embarked on a mission
to rescue Al Samawi, who was
raised a Zaydi Shi’a Muslim.
“And just like that, my own
personal Justice League came
together,” Al Samawi wrote in
his memoir, The Foxhunt.
One of the four kind souls
was Melbourne woman Natasha

Author Mohammed Al Samawi

Westheimer, who now lives in
Israel and explained the work
involved in coordinating a daring
rescue mission to free Al Samawi.
“Our work centred on getting
Mohammed on a ship from the
Indian government, who were
leading a military operation to
evacuate Indian nationals from
Yemen,” Westheimer told The
AJN.
Westheimer said that the team
were on Skype at every moment,
checking in with Mohammed over
Facebook, and following Twitter
feeds that were tracing the Indian
evacuation effort.

The team connected with
friends and acquaintances around
the globe, eventually bringing Al
Samawi to safety in the US.
Westheimer credits the diary
of her great-grandfather, who
survived World War II, as the
driving force behind her commitment to helping Al Samawi.
“He believed that nobody
should be persecuted for what
they believed in, and that everyone deserved the right to live free
from oppression. So this belief
became a part of me, and drove
me to respond to Mohammed’s
request,” she said.
Mohammed al Samawi will
discuss his book at a session at
Melbourne Jewish Book Week on
May 6.
La La Land producer Marc
Platt is currently developing the
movie The Fox Hunt, based on Al
Samawi’s book.
Mohammed Al Samawi is a guest
at Melbourne Jewish Book Week
from May 3-9. Bookings : www.
melbournejewishbookweek.com.au

OPERA

Harry’s at home on the stage
DANNY GOCS
YEAR 7 Bialik College student
Harry Hendell, 12, has been performing on the stage since he was
five and is currently appearing
in Opera Australia’s Tosca at the
State Theatre.
This is his third opera with
Australia’s leading opera company, but there was a shock in
store when he started rehearsals
for the season that opened last
month and runs until May 10 at
the State Theatre.
Director John Bell has set
Puccini’s Tosca in World War II in
Rome under the Nazis, with soldiers and swastikas on the stage.
Harry is one of 12 children in
the production and also has a solo
role as a shepherd boy who wears
the Star of David on his clothes.
“The boy is with his family
and is about to be sent to a concentration camp,” said Harry.
“I’m doing my Roots project
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Harry Hendell (left, standing) is one of
the children in Tosca.

at school this year, so I have been
researching about my grandfather
who was in a similar situation in
the war. I was able to think more
about how my character would
have felt.”
After the first act the other
children are no longer required
for the remaining two acts, but
Harry has a scene in the final act.
“I have a big solo in Act III
where I sing in Italian,” he said,
adding that he learnt Italian
phonetically.
Mum Suzie Hendell said:

Win a pamper
package for two at
Kimberley Gardens Hotel
& Serviced Apartments

“Harry is the only kid in the
curtain calls, so he’s really lucky.”
Harry appeared in Opera
Australia’s productions of La
Boheme in 2016 and Carmen last
year, and has also performed with
Melbourne Opera.
His first solo performance was
aged five at Bialik College’s 70th
birthday celebrations. He has had
roles in amateur productions of
musicals such as The Wizard of Oz
and The Lion King.
“I enjoy both opera and musicals as I really like the musical
elements, but they are both good
experience for whatever I end up
doing as a career,” he said.
Harry plays piano and violin and has performed in the
B’nai B’rith Jewish Youth Music
Eisteddfod.
He has been performing with
the National Boys Choir for the
past five years and his next performance is on July 21 at Hamer
Hall.
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Treat yourself to an indulgent winter escape at Kimberley
Gardens Hotels & Services Apartments, located
conveniently in St Kilda East and just minutes away from
bustling Carlisle Street.
Available midweek or over a weekend, the pamper
package includes a two-night stay in an Executive Spa Room,
complete with a plush queen-sized bed and fully marble-tiled spa bathroom. Rooms are also equipped with
free wiﬁ, free Foxtel, plush terry bathrobes, slippers and hand-crafted soap for a relaxing and indulgent experience.
Guests will also receive a complimentary bottle of champagne on arrival, kosher milchik continental buffet breakfast for two
at the Hotel Lobby, and access to all the hotel’s facilities including an indoor pool, spa, gym, and bicycles for exploring the
neighbourhood.
The Australian Jewish News is giving away a pamper package for two to be used before 31 August 2018. This prize will be
subject to room availability, and the winner will be required to sign the hotel’s registration card and provide proof of ID.
For your chance to win this prize log on to jewishnews.net.au and follow the links.
Competition entries close on 25 May at noon. For a complete list of terms and
conditions please go to the competitions page.

