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And he is thrilled to work
alongside Octavia Barron
Martin, who plays Mrs Gloop.
“She is such an experienced
performer and a wonderful
singer and actor – for someone
like me, doing my first professional role, it has been great and
a real gift.”
Fehily also praises the experienced cast and crew in the
musical.
“Tony
Sheldon,
Lucy
Maunder and Paul Slade
Smith are all such professional
performers, and also very
approachable and helpful. It can
be intimidating to meet them
at first, but they are all downto-earth and charismatic people
that become your friends.”
There was a big American
contingent from the original Broadway team working
on the Australian production
including Tony Award-winning
director Jack O’Brien and choreographer Joshua Bergasse.

“ It emphasises that kids

like Charlie Bucket are
grateful, caring, honest
and kind – that’s what’s
important in life rather
than excess and getting

”

everything you want.

Jake Fehily, actor

“They were open to us to
bring our own slant to this production and not do it exactly as
it was done on Broadway or the
US tour and that has been very
exciting,” said Fehily.
Songs from the original
film include Pure Imagination,
The Candy Man and I’ve Got
a Golden Ticket, alongside a
new score from Scott Wittman
and Marc Shaiman, the songwriters behind the hit musical
Hairspray.
Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory will be staged in
Melbourne until March next
year before starting its Brisbane
season.
“It’s exciting that we have
lots more shows to perform in,”
said Fehily.
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
premieres at Her Majesty’s Theatre
on August 15. Bookings:
charliethemusical.com.au
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Warm-hearted response to 9/11
MUSICAL REVIEW
Come From Away
Reviewed by: Danny Gocs
Rating:
HE stage has only basic
props and is crowded
with actors playing multiple roles – it could
have been a recipe for disaster, but instead it’s the catalyst
for success in the musical Come
From Away, which is having its
Australian premiere season at
the Comedy Theatre.
The action is set in the
aftermath of the terror attacks
of September 11, 2001 when
American authorities diverted all
commercial flights away from US
airspace, forcing 38 aircraft with
more than 6500 passengers to
land in the small town of Gander
in Newfoundland, Canada.
How the townspeople rallied
to help their unexpected guests,
making them comfortable in

T

Friendships form out of adversity in Come From Away.

makeshift facilities and welcoming
them into their homes and hearts,
is at the crux of the musical.
Come From Away progresses
at a rapid-fire pace, with each
actor playing multiple roles, cleverly mixing humour, lively repartee and pathos with wonderful
folk music from the eight-member
band performing at the rear of the
stage.
The characters are based on real
people and include an airline captain (played by Zoe Gertz) who
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shows compassionate leadership,
a gay couple (Douglas Hansell
and Nicholas Brown) needlessly
anxious about how the locals will
treat them, a mother (Sharriese
Hamilton) of a firefighter missing in Manhattan and desperate for news, the local mayor
(Richard Piper) working around
the clock, and two passengers
who fall in love (Katrina Retallick
and Nathan Carter).
Among the passengers is a
rabbi (played by Simon Maiden)

ARTS BEAT
“The beginning of life: Halachic
obligations and reproductive rights”
and on August 22 it will be “Decisions
at the end of life: Balancing Jewish law
and democracy”.

Award-winning film, Thoroughly
Modern Millie won six Tony Awards
(including best musical) when it was
staged on Broadway from 2002 to
2004.

The exhibition, A Life of Opportunity
and Success, is at the Jewish Museum
of Australia, 26 Alma Rd, St Kilda
from August 8-25. Enquiries:
jewishmuseum.com.au

Thoroughly Modern Millie is at the
State Theatre, Arts Centre Melbourne
from August 3-11. Bookings:
theproductioncompany.com.au

Best of Sondheim

Jazz era musical
Portrait of Sir Zelman Cowen taken
on his 90th birthday in 2009.
Photo: Peter Haskin

of Queensland. Sir Zelman died in
Melbourne on December 8, 2011,
aged 92.
A Life of Opportunity and Success
provides insights into Sir Zelman’s life
and legacy, including his significant
contribution to the Jewish community
in Australia and in his public life, and
explores his impact in the areas of law,
education, government and media.
As part of the centenary
celebrations there will be two talks
at JMA’s Sir Zelman Cowen gallery
by Rabbi Professor Daniel Sinclair on
religion and the law.
On August 15 the topic will be
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SBS National Radio
Broadcasting in HEBREW, YIDDISH & ENGLISH
The latest News, Current Affairs,
Reports, Interviews, Music.

SUNDAY 11am - 1pm with Nitza Lowenstein
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ENGLISH (“Shalom Australia”): 12.00-12.45pm*
YIDDISH:
12.45-1.00pm*
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1107AM, Melbourne 1224AM, Brisbane 93.3FM,
Adelaide 106.3FM, Perth 96.9FM, Hobart 105.7FM
Melb (03) 9601 6847
agedcare@jpalmer.com.au
www.jpalmer.com.au/Services/Aged-Care

Come From Away is currently at
the Comedy Theatre, Melbourne.
Bookings: comefromaway.com.au

DANNY GOCS

Exhibition celebrates
Sir Zelman Cowen’s life
AN exhibition celebrating the
centenary of the birth of Sir Zelman
Cowen featuring documents,
artefacts and personal memorabilia
will go on display at the Jewish
Museum of Australia (JMA) next week.
The exhibition, A Life of Opportunity
and Success, has been curated by
the Sir Zelman Cowen Centre at
Victoria University and has already
been on display at Victoria University
campuses, although the official
opening will be at JMA on August 13.
Sir Zelman, who served as
Australia’s governor-general from
1977 to 1982, was born in Melbourne
on October 7, 1919 into a Jewish
family named Cohen, which changed
their name to Cowen a few years later.
He studied law at the University of
Melbourne, graduating as dux, and
then went to New College, Oxford as
a Rhodes Scholar.
In 1951, Sir Zelman returned to
Australia to become dean of the
law faculty at the University of
Melbourne. In 1996 he was appointed
vice-chancellor of the University of
New England and in 1970 became
vice-chancellor of the University

who organises a Shabbat dinner
for Jewish passengers.
Tensions rise when a muslim
passenger (Nicholas Brown) sparks
security concerns among other passengers as they learn more details
about the Twin Towers attacks.
Throughout the show the
focus is on the kindness and generosity of the people of Gander.
Many of the songs are toe-tapping numbers that add greatly to
the enjoyment.
Despite the subject matter of
the September 11 terror attacks,
Come From Away is a wonderful feel-good musical, despite its
minimal staging and low-key choreography.
The script and music by Irene
Sankoff and David Hein is uplifting and joyous, with the 90-minute production – staged without
an interval – leaving the audience
on a high.

Broadcasting on: Digital radio, Digital TV, Online & Mobile phones.

Tel: (02) 9430-2828 - Fax: (02) 9438-1114
Locked Bag 028, Crows Nest 1585

IT’S the 1920s and country girl Millie
Dillmount has arrived in New York
with the dream of finding a job as a
secretary for an eligible bachelor and
then marrying him.
However, when she checks in to a
city hotel run by a suspicious landlady,
it doesn’t take long for her plans to
go awry in the musical Thoroughly
Modern Millie, being staged by Jeanne
Pratt’s Production Company at the
State Theatre from August 3.
Annie Aitken stars as Millie and
seasoned performer Marina Prior
plays the landlady, Mrs Meers. The
cast includes Claire Lyon, Queenie
van de Zandt and Adam-Jon
Fiorentino, with Jewish actor Rubin
Matters in the ensemble.
Based on the 1967 Academy

HIT songs by award-winning
American composer Stephen
Sondheim from productions such
as Into the Woods, The Frogs and
Company will be performed in the
concert, Everything’s Coming Up
Sondheim, at Chapel Off Chapel in
Prahran from August 2-4.
Singers Embla Bishop, Sally
Bourne, Alex Gibson-Giorgio,
Kerrie Anne Greenland, Genevieve
Kingsford, Phillip Lowe, Caitlin Spears
and Cameron Taylor, backed by a
live band, perform numbers from
Sondheim’s classic productions in
the 70-minute show.
Everything’s Coming Up Sondheim is
at Chapel Off Chapel, 12 Little Chapel
Street, Prahran from August 2-4.
Bookings: chapeloffchapel.com.au
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