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Inside: Festival with a wild side

Filming a scene in
Jerusalem for the short
film Secular Oasis.

Filmmaking dreams
in Jerusalem

Budding filmmakers from around the world come
to Jerusalem to attend an annual movie-making
workshop. This year’s group included an Australian
student for the first time. Danny Gocs reports.

VERY year budding filmmakers from
around the world spend more than a
month in Jerusalem working with Israeli
film industry mentors to produce short
documentary films.
The program, known as the Jerusalem
Film Workshop, has been running since
2014, and for the first time an Australian
was one of the participants – former
Bialik College student Gideon Aroni,
19, who is studying film and television at
Swinburne University.
Aroni and the 23 other participants
had the thrill of seeing their work pre-

E

Melbourne student Gideon Aroni.

miere at the Jerusalem Film Festival,
which ran from July 25 to August 4.
“We had special passes to the festival
and on the day all the short films were
screened, it was a fantastic atmosphere,”
said Aroni.
Aroni was the youngest of this year’s
Jerusalem Film Workshop participants,
aged 19-27, who came from as far afield as
the United States, Europe and Asia.
Many had already finished their tertiary studies, but all were interested in
making films.
The participants were housed in
Jerusalem’s Katamonim neighbourhood
for five weeks in shared apartments. They
were divided into six teams of four with
a director, producer, cinematographer
and editor under the guidance of Israeli
mentors.
“As I had some editing experience, I
took charge of the film editing on the
documentary, which had to be under 10
minutes,” said Aroni.
Filming by all the teams was concentrated in Ein Karen, a suburb of
Jerusalem.
“Our film was set in a secular yeshivah
for Israelis living in Jerusalem. At the
start we spent a lot of time in workshops
discussing the direction of the film,” he
said.
“It was all down to us – they gave us
the subject but we had to create the film.

Gideon Aroni (third from right) with some of the
participants of this year’s Jerusalem Film Workshop.

We also worked with mentors from the
Israeli film industry to get everything
ready before filming.
“We shot the whole film in three days.
Filming required a lot of planning and
was done under the hot sun. Then we
had editing computers brought into our
apartments and ended up working round
the clock for a couple of days.
“The process was quite arduous, but it
was a great experience and we were working with professional equipment and people. We were proud of our film, Secular
Oasis, which ran for eight minutes and
30 seconds.

“We learned a lot about working as a
team.”
One of the mentors for Secular Oasis
was Israeli director Tamir Elterman,
whose 2017 film Muhi won best directorial debut at the DocAviv documentary film festival held annually in Tel
Aviv.
Each weekend the participants had free
time to explore Jerusalem and other parts
of Israel.
Aroni is in his first year of a three-year
course at Swinburne University with an
optional honours year.
“I have done acting and filmmaking
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NEW SHOWS

Jewish performers at Fringe festival
DANNY GOCS

Jerusalem Film Workshop
founder Gal Greenspan.

in the past, but now I am more
passionate about working behind
the camera,” he said.
“With some film courses you
have to pick your speciality, but
at Swinburne it starts as a holistic
course and lets you focus on particular areas later on.”
Four years ago, while Aroni was
a student at Bialik College, he was
a regular reviewer of video games
for Jewish radio station J-Air.
“Now I’m more into film, but
am still passionate about video
games.”
The Jerusalem Film Workshop
was the brainchild of Israeli producer Gal Greenspan, who divides
his time between Melbourne and
Tel Aviv making documentaries
and co-productions through his
company, Green Productions.
“Participants come from all over
the world to live in Jerusalem and
tell their stories through film, while
meeting other filmmakers and
working with them, with help from
their Israeli mentors,” he explained.
“This collaboration can make
amazing relationships for them as
well as great films.
“I was at this year’s Cannes
Film Festival and met some former
participants who were presenting
their latest projects.”
Greenspan said the Jerusalem
Film Workshop collaborated with
Jewish film festivals around the
world to get the work of the students screened.
“The Jerusalem Film Festival
is a great festival and a wonderful
platform for the students to meet
industry professionals from around
the world as well as giving their
films a premiere screening.”
He said the Israeli film industry
remains vibrant.
“There are great films being
made in Israel and many of them
attract international attention.”

THE Melbourne Fringe festival opens today (Thursday) with
more than 400 events featuring
established and emerging artists
over 18 days at venues across
Melbourne.
Among the Jewish performers
are comedians Michael Shafar and
singer Jude Perl.
Shafar has been performing
stand-up comedy for several years
and works as a writer for Channel
10’s The Project. This year his
show 50/50 enjoyed success at the
Melbourne International Comedy
Festival, following on from Kosher
Bacon and Jewish-ish in previous
festivals.
For his Fringe show, Shafar has
not yet decided on a name and
has gone with the working title,
All New.
“I’ve got a lot of new material
from the past 12 months for this
show,” he said. “It’s a trial show
to see how my new material is
coming along.
“I will still tackle personal topics such my travels and life from a
Jewish perspective, but it will be
a relief not talking totally about
cancer.”
Shafar’s 50/50 show was set
around his battle with testicular cancer after being diagnosed
in late 2017 and undergoing 11
hours of surgery and 24 weeks of
chemotherapy.
“When I was diagnosed with
testicular cancer, it was at a late
stage and the prognosis was only
50/50,” Shafar recalled, adding
that he now feels fit and healthy.

Award-winning singer Jude Perl.

Comedian Michael Shafar has a new show at the Melbourne Fringe festival.

“I was worried that people may
not laugh during the show and
find it a bit confronting, but it
has been the opposite because I
told jokes about being diagnosed
with cancer, having treatments
and surgery and there was a bit
of tension in the room. The topic
was serious but the comedy was a
priority.”
Shafar, 28, attended Mount
Scopus Memorial College and
completed a law degree before
turning to comedy. He has
appeared on SBS’s RAW Comedy,
the Laugh Factory’s Funniest
Person in the World Competition
and Channel 31’s The Leak, and is
the creator of satirical web series
Round Squares.
He plans to take his new show
to festivals in Perth, Adelaide,
Sydney and Canberra as well as
Melbourne.
Shafar is performing All New
at Trades Hall in Carlton from
September 12-20.
Singer-songwriter Jude Perl
has been singing professionally
for the past decade and has been
performing her brand of comedy
at the Melbourne International

Comedy Festival since making her
debut with Is It Just Me? in 2015,
followed by Part Of This Complete
Breakfast (2016), Roommates: The
Musical (2017) and Let’s Hang
Out (2018).
She has won four Green Room
awards for best original songs
from her shows.

will still tackle
‘ Ipersonal
topics ... but
it will be a relief not
talking totally about
cancer.

’

Michael Shafar, comedian

For this year’s Fringe, Perl is
going back to her musical roots
to perform some of her favourite
songs with a five-piece band – her
first concert in more than three
years.
While it gives Perl an opportunity to re-imagine her back catalogue of solo material, the show
Jude Perl marks the launch of her
single, Hey Hi Hey Hello.
Perl is performing at Trades

Photo: Matthew Poon

Hall in Carlton on September 15,
17, 22 and 24.
Newly established independent
theatre company Golden Fleece
is staging Spanish playwright
Antonio Alamo’s award-winning
play The Drunkards at The Alex
Theatre, St Kilda as part of the
Fringe Festival.
Set in August 1945 in New
Mexico, the Manhattan Project
scientists have gathered to celebrate the successful dropping of
the atomic bomb over Hiroshima.
At the macabre dinner party
are two prominent Jewish scientists, J Robert Oppenheimer, the
lead character in the play, and
Edward Teller.
As the night progresses, the
scientists and their guests become
intoxicated as they try to come to
terms with the consequences of
their actions. Jewish actor Albert
Goikhman plays the role of Teller.
The Drunkards is being
staged at the Alex Theatre from
September 17-21.
The Melbourne Fringe festival is
being held from September 12-29.
Bookings: melbournefringe.com.au

Your mug on a mug
(or a poster, or apron, or jewel box ...)

Programs For Jewish Listeners
SBS National Radio
Broadcasting in HEBREW, YIDDISH & ENGLISH
The latest News, Current Affairs,
Reports, Interviews, Music.

SUNDAY 11am - 1pm with Nitza Lowenstein
HEBREW:
11am-12.00pm*
ENGLISH (“Shalom Australia”): 12.00-12.45pm*
YIDDISH:
12.45-1.00pm*
* The National SBS service broadcasts to Sydney
1107AM, Melbourne 1224AM, Brisbane 93.3FM,
Adelaide 106.3FM, Perth 96.9FM, Hobart 105.7FM
Melb (03) 9601 6847
agedcare@jpalmer.com.au
www.jpalmer.com.au/Services/Aged-Care

Broadcasting on: Digital radio, Digital TV, Online & Mobile phones.

Tel: (02) 9430-2828 - Fax: (02) 9438-1114
Locked Bag 028, Crows Nest 1585
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