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JEWISH CHILDREN’S AID SOCIETY

TOUGH NEW REGULATIONS

Principals rally for worthy cause

Crackdown on online hate

REBECCA DAVIS

AJN STAFF

IN a historic first, the 11 principals of Melbourne’s Jewish schools
joined together to support the
launch of the Jewish Children’s Aid
Society (JCAS) fundraising drive
for Jewish children with disabilities
on Sunday.
JCAS presented a cheque for
$600,000 to the schools – funds
that have been raised over the past
year from the hard work of Rosalie
Silverstein and the volunteers of
the Posh Opp Shoppe; and philanthropic groups and private donors.
JCAS is dedicated to integrating
Jewish children with physical, intellectual or emotional disabilities into
Melbourne’s Jewish day schools.
Held at the home of Sue and
Michael Karp, the afternoon tea
attracted more than 180 community members, raising an additional
$100,000 for the organisation.
Michael, who is also JCAS’ chair of
fundraising, emphasised that over
99 per cent of funds raised go
directly to the cause.
“The feedback has been fantastic,” enthused JCAS board member
Melody Curtis.
“We are a very old organisation
that few people have heard of, but
now people are really understanding the magnitude of what we do.
“We are making Jewish education accessible to everyone – and
that has an incredible impact on
the children with disabilities, their

AS of this week, Facebook is
enforcing a ban on all praise, support and representation of white
nationalism and white separatism
on Facebook and Instagram, following consultations with members of civil society and experts
in race relations, including
Peter Wertheim, co-CEO of the
Executive Council of Australian
Jewry.
“Only since the appalling events
in Christchurch has Facebook
started to accept the propensity of
incitement of racial hatred to lead
to violence,” remarked Wertheim.
“This principle should not be confined to incitement of racial hatred
by far-right groups. It should be
applied equally to incitement of
racial hatred by Islamist and farleft groups, regardless of whether
or not it appears in an anti-Israel
guise.”
In its statement, Facebook
explained that consultations had
confirmed that white nationalism and white separatism cannot
be meaningfully separated from
white supremacy and organised
hate groups.
Wertheim also commended
Facebook’s continually improving artificial intelligence “to
detect and remove prohibited
content electronically, regardless
of whether a complaint has been
made”.

The Jewish Children’s Aid Society presents a cheque for $600,000 to the
principals of Melbourne’s Jewish schools.
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families, and the entire school
community.”
As a mother of a child with
a disability who is entering prep,
Chabad Malvern’s Rebbetzin
Menucha Cooper shared the significance of her son being able attend a
Jewish school alongside his siblings.
Meanwhile, Bialik graduate Josh
Batten illustrated how JCAS had
played an integral role during his
school life, before entertaining with
an original song he had written.
Jeremy Stowe-Lindner, principal
of Bialik College and JCAS board
member, offered his perspective
on the fundamental importance of
inclusion, explaining that a generation of school children had now
been educated to embrace difference.
Originally founded as the Jewish
Orphan and Neglected Children’s
Aid Society in 1882, JCAS is one of

the oldest continuous Jewish charities operating in Melbourne, and is
managed by a board of volunteers.
“Since 1985, JCAS has helped
over 1000 children with disabilities attend a Melbourne Jewish day
school and has assisted schools with
just under $10 million in funds,”
Curtis told The AJN.
“A wide spectrum of children
receive assistance for disabilities
that may be physical, intellectual or
emotional – from those that have
a disability from birth, to those
that become sick during school and
have to spend periods of time in
hospital.”
This year alone, JCAS will be
assisting 250 children of the community.
For more information on JCAS, visit
jcas.org.au or contact Melody Curtis
on 0418113922.

EMPLOYMENT
CENTRE
YOUTH
MENTORING

Workshop for Women: Setting Up a Small Business
A great starting point for women interested in developing their own small
business, this course focuses on developing the basic knowledge and
skills to plan, set-up and develop a business plan.
Through this hands-on course, you will gain knowledge about:
• Registering a business
• Marketing a small business
• General business practices
Female guest speakers will provide comprehensive support, learning
materials and study tools in a supportive environment to help you feel
conﬁdent in planning for your small business.
WHEN:
WHERE:
COST:
CONTACT:

Friday mornings, 10am-12:30pm, 10 May-28 June 2019
The Manders Villas, 311-313 Glen Eira Rd, Caulﬁeld
$80 for 8 sessions
For enrolments and enquiries, please contact the Jewish Care
Employment Centre on 8517 5999 or eec@jewishcare.org.au

Of the consultation he
attended, which saw the creation
of an external oversight board,
Wertheim said it was “one of
the most challenging meetings
I have attended … I would like
to think Facebook is doing this
for the right reasons and that it
has matured in its outlook, has a
clear view of its moral and legal
responsibilities about problematical content and takes those
responsibilities very seriously.”
In its widespread changes,
Facebook also announced plans
to direct people who search
for terms associated with white
supremacy to Life After Hate, an
organisation founded by former
violent extremists that provides
crisis intervention, education,
support groups and outreach.
This week, the government is
also trying to push through new
laws to prevent the weaponisation
of social media platforms, and
to protect Australians from the
live-streaming of violent crimes.
Attorney-General Christian
Porter said, “The Criminal
Code Amendment (Unlawful
Showing of Abhorrent Violent
Material) Bill 2019 will include
new offences with penalties of
up to 10 per cent of a company’s
annual turnover and potential
prison sentences for executives of
social media companies who fail
to act to remove abhorrent violent
material from their platforms.”

